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ACREAGE IN TURF - GOLF COURSES: There are more than 5,000 golf courses in the
United States which cover an area of approximately 650,000 acres. This area is a-
bout equal to that of the state of Rhode Island. Only 14 percent of the latter,
however, is considered to be land available for crop purposes. The area in turf
on golf courses which must be maintained under conditions which in agriculture
would be considered as intensive cultivation, therefore, is far greater than

that of land available for crops in the entire state of Rhode Island.

MOLE CRICKETS: The mole cricket is a serious turf pest in the South Atlantic
states from North Carolina through Florida. It is related to the common crickets
but spends most of its life in burrows in the ground, not unlike the common mole.
It is not usually found on heavy clay soils where burrowing is difficult and is
therefore generally limited in its occurrence to the light sandy soils in the
coastal regions.

The first indication of a mole cricket invasion is the appearance of
ridges like mole tunnels, only much smaller., The damage to the turf is caused by
the mole cricket feeding on the tender shoots and roots and by cutting off many
roots as it burrows through the soil. Greatest injury occurs in April and May.
Since it only feeds above ground at night, it is not held in check by birds and
other natural enemies.

Control is usually effected with poisoned baits such as the following:

Cottonseed meal 100 pounds

Rice flour 100 pounds
Calcium arsenate 10 pounds
Molasses 1 gallon
Water 9 gallons

This bait should be applied at the rate of 3 to 4 pounds of the
dry material (before the water is added) to 1,000 square feet. It frequently re-
quires two applications to give satisfactory control. To avoid fermentation, the
bait must be used within 48 hours after it is prepared.

Arsenate of lead may be applied as recommended for Japanese beetles
(T.T.T., July, 1940) but the mole crickets are more resistant to it than are the
Japanese beetle grubs and therefore heavier rates are required.

SNOWMOLD INJURY: Reports continue to come in concerning the prevalence of snow-
mold in some of the northern sections of the country. In these sections, diseased
turf should be fertilized at once with a readily available high nitrogen fertilizer
if this has not already been done. Areas on which the grass is already dead should
be patched with healthy sod or reseeded as soon as possible.

Records should be kept of the areas which have been most severely affected
and special preventive measures used on these areas next fall. Heavy fertilizing
in the fall should be avoided in places where snowmold is likely to occur, in order
to prevent the development of a lush growth just before winter sets in. Applica-
tions of mercury fungicides to these areas before the first heavy snow is another
worthwhile preventive measure to be carried out next fall. (See T.T.T., October,
1940)
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